
1 
 

 

Interstate Ministries Leadership Institute 2020 
Instructor: Elder Carmen Cole 

Email: ministercarmenjcole@gmail.com  
 

 

“Unity in the Faith- Part 2” (Q2C3) 

 

Introduction:  In this class, we shall continue our discussion on the Christian tenets.  As we discussed 

earlier, the Christian tenets are a list of the core beliefs of Christians everywhere.  This helps us to 

discern between the truth and false teachings that could lead us away from serving Christ and his 

intended purpose for the Church.  

  

“But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from 

a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” 2 Corinthians 11:3 

 

In our last class, we covered some highlights from the origin of the Birth of the New Testament Church 

and started our discussion on the Christian tenets. (Please see Q2C2The Unity of the Faith-Part 1_ 

061420.docx  and Core Beliefs of Christianity Chart.docx)  

 

This week we will continue our discussion with the following Christian tenets: 

• Salvation- Saved by Faith through Grace/ Public Confession Required (Romans 10:8-13) 

• The Physical Resurrection of Christ 

• Eternal Life- Heaven or Hell 

• The Regeneration of the Holy Spirit 

• The Bible-The Inerrant Word of God 

• The Church: Body of Christ 

 

A. Salvation: The Conditions of our Salvation (Romans 10:8-13) 

Last class, we discussed the biblical meaning of salvation.  This week we want to briefly cover 

the conditions of receiving salvation.  The scriptures teach us that Jesus Christ came in the flesh 

to offer himself as a living sacrifice for the sins of mankind.  Through his atoning sacrifice on the 

cross, man can be saved.   But is our salvation automatic?   

 

The scriptures give us the answer to this very important question.  If we look back at Exodus 12, 

we see how God instituted the Passover.  During the final plague against Egypt, God instructs 
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the children of Israel to take a pure (without defect) lamb, kill and eat the lamb on the 14th day 

of the month.  He says, “take the blood from this lamb and apply it to the doorposts of your 

houses, and when I see the blood I will Passover your house and you will live.”  In the New 

Testament, we see the true Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ, crucified on the cross of Calvary.  Just 

like the blood had to applied in the Old Testament, so in the New Testament the blood of Christ 

must be applied.   

 

In the New Testament, we apply the blood of Christ through our faith.  When we accept the 

blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ; and confess our faith in Him as our Passover Lamb, we are saved. 

 

Romans 10: 9-10 says, “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 

thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man 

believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”   So, we 

understand that belief and confession work together.  Public confession is required to confirm 

our faith in Christ and receive the salvation He so graciously offers. 

 

B. The Physical Resurrection of Christ (1 Corinthians 15:12-22) 

The belief of the physical resurrection is central to the Christian faith. The scriptures teach us 

that Jesus Christ was crucified, buried, and was physically raised on the third day.   

 

In 1 Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul speaks of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  This chapter is a 

defense of the Lord’s resurrection. Some people had doubted the physical resurrection of the 

Lord. The Apostle Paul argues that the physical resurrection was real and that if Jesus Christ has 

not been raised, then all of us remain in our sins. The resurrection is essential to our faith.  

 

Romans 6: 3-5 says, that just as we are planted into his death, so shall we be raised with him in 

his resurrection. We are baptized in his death (washed in his blood) and then raised with him on 

the day of his resurrection to new life in Christ.  So then, our baptism is a spiritual act which 

acknowledges our faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

After his resurrection, Jesus Christ reveals himself at different times and various places to give 

infallible proof to his physical resurrection. In the book of Acts, the apostles bearing witness to 

the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ through their personal testimony and the preaching of 

the Gospel.  

 

C. Eternal Life: Heaven or Hell  

In the Garden of Eden, God creates man in his own image.  In the Garden were two trees: The 

Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, and the Tree of Life.  When man chose to disobey 

God, sin enters the world, and they were removed from the Garden and forbidden to partake of 

the Tree of Life.  God then numbers the days of man. He appoints a day and time for man’s 

physical life to end.  But there is still the question of what happens to the soul after death.   
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Abraham’s Bosom- Resting Place of the Souls of the Righteous 

Parable of the Rich Man and the Beggar (Luke 16:19-31)  

 

In Jewish tradition, the place called 

Abraham’s Bosom was a place where the 

righteous souls of men were held. This was 

referred to as the “Place of the Dead”.   

Jesus makes a reference to this place in his 

parable of the Rich Man and the Beggar. He 

describes a holding place for the righteous 

(a resting place) that sits on the opposite 

side of a great gulf. On the other side of the 

gulf, is a place of great torment.  It is not 

known if this is an actual place, or just a 

place that Jesus uses to describe heaven 

and hell.  Two eternal states that are 

opposite to each other.  One a place of 

righteousness and peace; and the other a 

place of wickedness and torment. 

Scriptures teach us that righteous men, 

who died before the death and resurrection of Christ could not enter heaven.  When Jesus is 

resurrected, he declares to the women at the tomb: 

“Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I 

ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to My God and your God.” John 20:17    

This was before he visited with them to prove his physical resurrection.   Psalms 24:7-10 and Ephesians 

4:8-9 give witness to the Lord Jesus descending into Hades to release the captive souls and then led 

these freed souls up into heaven, where He presented his body and blood as a sacrifice to the Father, so 

that their souls might be received into their permanent rest in heaven. (Hebrews 9:24; Hebrews 4:9; 

John 14:1-4) 

So, Heaven and Hell are two eternal states that we enter based upon our decision to accept or not 

accept Christ. 

John 5:24-29- “24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 
25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself; 27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the 
Son of man. 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice,29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 
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D. The Regeneration of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:29) 

The word “regeneration” speaks to a “new birth”.  Jesus declares to Nicodemus that we must be 

born again, by the Spirit of God, to enter the Kingdom of God.  

 

The gift of Holy Spirit is received when we accept and confess Jesus Christ as our Lord and 

Savior.  On that day, we experience a rebirth.  Ezekiel 36: 27 says, “And I (God) will put my Spirit 

within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 

them.” 

 

The regeneration of the Holy Spirit is a continual work in the life of the believer to help us to be 

shaped and formed into the righteous image of Jesus Christ.  As we learn to walk by the Spirit 

and live by the Spirit, we become more like Him.  Our part in this work is to learn to submissive 

and obedient to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  (Romans 8:5; Isaiah 30:21; Romans 12:1-2; 1 

Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 3:18) 

 

E. The Bible- The Inerrant Word of God (2 Peter 1:16-21) 

We believe that the Bible is divinely revealed by God.  It is considered a sacred book that is a 

culmination of oral and written traditions passed down through generations. It is comprised of 

66 books written by diverse people, at different times throughout history. And yet, like a 

skillfully woven tapestry, where all the pieces come together, this book creates a beautiful vision 

of who God is, and how He works through history and generations to accomplish His perfect will 

for the salvation and redemption of mankind.  

 

The bible serves as a historical record of past events; and gives us prophetic insight into the 

future. Through its pages, we receive inspiration, encouragement and hope; it also instructs and 

equips us for holy living and service within the Kingdom of God.  

 

Next week:  The Eschatology (End-Time Events) 

The Rapture of the Church 

The Millennial Reign of Christ 

The Final Judgement 

The New Jerusalem (A New Heaven & A New Earth) 


