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Interstate Ministries Leadership Institute 2020 
Instructor: Elder Carmen Cole 

Email: ministercarmenjcole@gmail.com  
 

 

“Unity in the Faith- Part 1” (Q2C2) 

 

Introduction:  As we move forward from the origin of the New Testament Church, we will begin our 

discussion on the core beliefs of the Christian faith.  These truths help to clearly define what we believe.  

Contrary to popular belief, we must be able to clearly express what we believe and why.  

 

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that 

asks you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 

fear.” 1 Peter 3:15 

 

Christianity, today, is known for many denominations (branches).  

But it did not start out that way. Christianity was birthed out of 

Judaism. 

Note: “Judaism” is a religion developed among the ancient 

Hebrews and characterized by belief in one transcendent God who 

has revealed himself to Abraham, Moses, and the Hebrew 

prophets; and by a religious life in accordance with Scriptures and 

rabbinic traditions.”  

Source: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Judaism  

 

Before Judaism: God calls Abram out from among his family and promises to bless him and make him a 

great nation.  

“2And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou 

shalt be a blessing; 3 and I will bless them that bless thee and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee 

shall all families of the earth be blessed.” Genesis 12:2-3 

Abraham would have a son named Jacob. Jacob would produce sons that represent the 12 tribes of 

Israel (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin).  

The children of Israel would go through 400 years of bondage to the Pharaoh of Egypt. But, at the 

appointed time, God would raise up a deliverer named Moses.  

mailto:ministercarmenjcole@gmail.com
mailto:ministercarmenjcole@gmail.com
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Judaism
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Judaism


2 
 

When the children of Israel came out of Egypt, Moses would lead them to Mt. Sinai, where the Lord God 

would give them his commandments or Laws. It is through the commandments of God that they would 

learn how to worship and serve the Lord.  

As a result of the Law and the rabbinical teachings that were handed down through (oral and written 

tradition) to the children of Israel, the religious traditions and customs of Judaism would begin.  

Judaism was established as a direct result of the covenant God made with the nation of Israel. But this 

was only a temporary covenant until the Messiah would come and establish a better, everlasting 

covenant. (Hebrews 9:1-28) 

Remember that God promised that Abraham would produce a seed that would bless the nations.  Jesus 

Christ was that seed. That is why the scriptures declare that the Messiah would come through the seed 

of Abraham, a son of David.   

Jesus Christ was born and lived as a Jew. But his sacrifice on the cross of Calvary would join both Jew and 

Gentile together as one nation under God.  

 
Manasseh and Ephraim-Adopted as Sons by Israel (Genesis 48:3-5) 

“3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and 

blessed me, 4 And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of 

thee a multitude of people; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession. 

5 And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt 

before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine.” 

 
Two Nations Shall Be United As One  (Ezekiel 37: 20-22) 

“Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of 

Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, 

and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand.20 And the sticks whereon thou writest 

shall be in thine hand before their eyes. 21 And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will 

take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on 

every side, and bring them into their own land: 22 And I will make them one nation in the land upon 

the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, 

neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all.”  

 

Gentile nations grafted into the Covenant of God with Israel (Romans 11:11-19) 
11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 
12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the 
Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 
13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: 
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14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some of 
them. 
15 For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, 
but life from the dead? 
16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 
17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in among 
them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 
18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 
19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in. 
 

 

The adoption of the Egyptian sons of Joseph (Ephraim & Manasseh) foreshadows the Gentile nations 

being grafted into the covenant of God with Israel. The joining of two nations, under one covenant with 

God. Jesus Christ the Messiah would come and reveal himself first to the nation of Israel.  The Jews 

would reject Him as their Messiah, and God calls the Gentiles into a relationship with Him.  

The word of the Lord declares, “but as many as receive him (by faith), to them gave He power to 

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”  John 1:12  

 

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet, where the father calls his family and friends to join him for the 

great wedding feast, and because they would not come, he sends his servants out to extend an 

invitation to all who would come. (Matthew 22:1-14) 

We, the Gentiles, are grafted into the family of God.  We are accepted through our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Through the blood of Christ, a new nation is born. Out of the two men (Jew and Gentile), God shall make 
one new nation.   
 
Related Scripture References: Genesis 12:1-3; Ezekiel 37:18-22: John 10:14-16; Isaiah 56:6-7; Acts 1:8; 

Ephesians 2: 13-19; Revelations 7:9  

 

Christianity would be birthed through Jesus Christ and through his 12 disciples.   After Jesus was 
resurrected, He spoke with his disciples to strengthened them in the faith.   
 
The book of Luke says, “he opened up their understanding, they might understand the scriptures.”  He 
then poured out the Holy Spirit upon them that they might receive power to be His witnesses.                   
(Luke 24:44-49) 
 
Before his ascension to heaven, he gave them a commission (or charge) to make more disciples. The 

teachings of Christ would be the foundation of their beliefs, and it is these beliefs that would govern 

them as a body of believers.  
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The Growth & Development of the Church 

As a result of the spread of the Gospel, the church began to grow into a major force that would impact 

the world around them, including Rome.   

• About 312 AD, the Emperor Constantine converted to Christianity, and around 313 AD, the 

Emperor Constantine was instrumental in establishing the Edict of Milan, which would end the 

persecution of Christians, and allow them to worship freely.  

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edict_of_Milan) 

• Around 325 AD, Christianity would be established as the state religion in Rome.  Emperor 

Constantine would create the Council of Nicaea.  This council would help organize and unify the 

religious beliefs and practices of the Church at Rome.  They would create a “creed”, an official 

statement that would communicate what they believe and how the church should be governed 

as an organization. This document would come to be known as the “Nicene Creed”.   The core 

beliefs of Christianity can be traced back to this original document. 

(https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-28/325-first-council-of-nicea.html) 

 

Throughout the course of history in the Church, we have seen many different denominations arise.    

Merriam-Webster defines the word, “denomination” as a religious organization 

whose congregations are united in their adherence to its beliefs and practices.  

Denominations, simply put, are splits within the universal church that happen as a result of different 

opinions or interpretations of scripture and its application.   

The universal church is a term used to include every Christian, or follower of Christ, as a whole.  

Denominations deal with a specific part or branch of those believers; a local assembly or group, that 

is governed by a specific doctrine, rules or regulations.   

The reason we are taking the time to discuss the central tenets (core beliefs) of Christianity is 

because it helps us to clearly understand what it means to be a Christian.  

It also helps us to recognize false teachings that would lead us away from the truth.  It is important 

that we do not confuse man-made rules or regulations of denominationalism with the essential 

truths (doctrine) of being or becoming a follower of Christ. 

 

Christian Tenets 

In accordance with the teachings of scriptures, the central beliefs of the Christian faith are: 

▪ God 

▪ Creation 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edict_of_Milan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edict_of_Milan
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▪ Trinity (One God in Three Persons- Father, Son, Holy Spirit) 

▪ Jesus-The Son of God (Fully Human & Fully Divine) 

▪ (Virgin birth) 

▪ God’s Plan of Salvation & Redemption for Man 

▪ The Regeneration of the Holy Spirit 

▪ The Church 

▪ The Bible is Divinely Revealed Word of God 

▪ Eternal Life (Heaven/Hell) 

▪ The Physical Resurrection of Christ 

▪ The Rapture of the Church 

▪ The Second Coming of Christ 

▪ The Final Judgement 

Please see chart below. 

 

 

What Do Christians Believe? 

Tenet Explanation Scripture References 
God The Supreme being who exist in eternity, before 

time and the world began.   
 
Although there are no words that can fully 
describe God.  Scriptures ascribes the following 
attributes to Him. 
 

Creator 
Sovereign 
Omnipresent 
Omnipotent 
Omniscience 
Eternal 
Holy 
Love 
 

The Creator of all things. 
Genesis 1:1; Colossians 1:16; Isaiah 44:24 
                                                                                                                                                          
Sovereign Lord (rules over all of creation 
and every created thing, both natural and 
spiritual 
1 Chron. 29:11-12; Isaiah 46:9-10; Psalms 
103:19 
 
Omnipresent (Present everywhere and in 
all things)  
Proverbs 15:3; Psalms 139:7-10; Ephesians 
4:6 
 
Omnipotent (All-Powerful) 
1 Peter 1:5; Romans 1:20; 2 Samuel 22:33; 
2 Chronicles 20:6 
 
Omniscience (All Knowing)  
Psalms 147:5; 1 John 3:20; Isaiah 40:13-
14; Romans 11:33 
 
Eternal God  
Psalms 90:2; Deuteronomy 33:27; Job 
36:26; Psalms 102:12) 
 
Holy (Perfectly righteous in all his way) 
Isaiah 6:3; Psalms 71:22; Revelation 15:4; 
Psalms 99:5 
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Love (God is love; and motivated by love 
in all He says and does)  
1 John 4:7-8; John 3:16; Jeremiah 31:3  

Trinity God is also revealed in scripture as the Trinity 
(Godhead) meaning one God in three persons-
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
 
 Three persons who are equally God. Each having 
a different personality and different functions, 
but they all work together with one mind and 
one purpose.  
 
Judaism and Islam does not embrace the idea of 
the Trinity because to believe in only one God. 
To suggest that there are three persons who are 
equally God is blasphemy or heresy. 

 

 
John 10:30; Genesis 1:26; John 1:1; John 
14:9-11; John 17:11; 2 Cor. 13:14; 1 John 
5:7-8 
 

Creation Creation is an act of the divine will of God. It is by 
the creative power of God that the heavens and 
the earth exist.  God, by the divine power of his 
word, created everything and everyone, and 
upholds all things by the same power. 

Ephesians 2:3-11; Colossians 1:16-17; 
Genesis 1:1-31; Hebrews 11:3; Isaiah 43:7 
 

Jesus-the Son of 
God-Fully Human 
and Fully Divine  

The scriptures speak of Jesus Christ as the Son of 
God, who came in the flesh to reveal God the 
Father to mankind.  
 
He is the physical expression of the love of God; 
and through Him God fulfills his divine plan to 
save and redeem mankind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus Christ- (Preincarnate)-Son of God, Fully 
Human and Fully Divine 
 
The word “pre-incarnate” means he is existed 
before his physical birth in eternity with God.   
In John 8:58, Jesus Christ speaks of his existence 
with God in eternity before he was given a 
physical body. He speaks of his deity- his divine 
nature.  He was fully divine for He came from the 
heavenly Father. 
 

Scripture Reading:  Hebrews 1:1-5 
 
“1God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners space in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, 
2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high: 4 Being 
made so much better than the angels, as 
he hath by inheritance obtained a more 
excellent name than they. 5 For unto 
which of the angels said he at any time, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, 
and he shall be to me a Son?” 
 
John 8:57-58- “Then said the Jews unto 
him, thou art not yet fifty years old, and 
hast thou seen Abraham?  Jesus 
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
before Abraham was I am.”  
 
John 3:13- “And no man has ascended up 
to heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of Man, which is in 
heaven.” 
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He was Fully Human.  
Jesus Christ was also fully human. He became 
flesh and blood, that He might be like us. As a 
man he suffered and died for our sins on the 
cross that we might live. 
 
The book of Matthew (Chapter 1) records the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ and his supernatural 
birth, through the virgin Mary.  He was God in 
the flesh.  
 

John 6:32-33- “Then Jesus said, unto 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Moses gave you not the true bread from 
heaven; but my Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven. For the bread of 
God is he who cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” 
 
Hebrews 2:14- “Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the 
same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil.”  
 
1st Timothy 3:16- “God was manifested in 
the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into 
glory.”  
 
Philippians 2:6-11  
 
 

 
Virgin Birth 

 
Virgin Birth (Immaculate Conception) He is born 
of a virgin, conceived by the Holy Spirit. Through 
the words of Isaiah, God prophesies the 
supernatural birth of His son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
In this verse, we see that the sin of Adam 
affected all of mankind. Because of his sin, every 
man, woman, boy, and girl that was born carried 
the sin nature on the inside of him. (Psalms 51:5)  
 
 
 
But, this time, God would work through a woman 
(a virgin) and produce a holy seed through the 
conception of the Holy Spirit to redeem man 
from his sin.   

 
This fulfills the prophetic message in Genesis 
3:15, where God himself declares that the seed 
of the woman shall break or destroy the seed of 
Satan.  
 
Jesus Christ was born through a woman but was 
born free of the sin nature. Because sin was 
transferred through the blood line by Adam. But 
Mary did not conceive by a man, but by God. He 
was declared righteous according to the Law. 

 
Isaiah 7: 13-14- “And he said, hear ye 
now, O house of David; Is it a small thing 
for you to weary men, but will ye weary 
my God also?  Therefore, the Lord himself 
shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.” 
 
Romans 5:14- “Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
them that had not sinned after the 
similitude of Adam’s transgression, who 
is the figure of him that was to come.” 
 
 
Genesis 3:15- “And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shall bruise his 
heel.” 
 
Galatians 4:4-5- “But when the fullness of 
the time came was come, God sent forth 
His Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law that we might receive the 
adoption of sons.” 
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Through his righteous sacrifice, we can be 
accepted as sons of God. 
 

God’s Plan of 
Salvation (and 
Redemption) for 
Man 
 

What are we saved from? 
 
The Fall of Man 
The fall of man is recorded in the book of 
Genesis.  Adam and his wife, Eve, were created 
by God and carried his divine nature. They lived 
under the blessing of a covenant relationship 
with God until they rebelled against God and 
sinned.  As a result, sin and death entered the 
world.  
 
In the garden, he covers Adam and Eve with the 
bloody foreskins of animals.  This is a sign of the 
future plan that God would carry out to redeem 
man and save them from their sins.  Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, will take on human flesh and 
sacrifice his flesh and blood to atone for the sins 
of man.  

 
Salvation is defined by Merriam Webster as 
“deliverance from the power and effects of sin.” 
 
 
The word “Redemption”, in biblical terms, 
speaks to the payment or ransom paid to atone 
for the sins of man.  
 
The Israelites would have been familiar with the 
Law of Redemption. According to this law, family 
members could be sold into slavery as a means 
of paying off a debt.   
 
In the same way, Jesus Christ sacrificial death on 
the cross pays the debt for our sin and delivers 
us from the consequences of death.  
 
Conditions of Salvation: 
 
Salvation comes by grace, through faith; not 
according to our works 
 
 
 

Scripture Reading: Genesis 3:1-31 
Related scriptures:  Romans 5:12-21; 
Romans 3:21-24; Romans 6:15-23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Galatians 3:13-14- “Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us; for it is written, cursed is 
everyone that hanged on a tree. That the 
blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ, that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit by 
faith.”  
 
 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9- “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of 
works, lest any many should boast.” 

 

Romans 10:9-13- “That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth, the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.”  

Related scripture references:                
Acts 2:38 
John 3:16-18  
Acts 16: 30-33 
2 Peter 3:9 
Hebrews 9:28 
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