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The Call to Discipleship Pt. 2

Becoming An Effective Witness for Christ

Class Objective:  To define what it means to be a witness for Christ; and to learn effective ways to witness to others around the world.
Class Introduction:

As we reflect on our last class, we can recall our discussion on the Call to Discipleship: Spiritual Growth and Development.  We learned that the transition from salvation to discipleship involves 3 stages of spiritual growth and development.
· Salvation (new convert)
· Discipleship (student or follower of Christ)
· Apostle (or Witness) one who is sent out as a messenger
Through this transition, we learn what it takes to become a disciple. Let’s look back and remember what it takes to possess the characteristics of a disciple.
D= Discipline yourself to die to flesh

I= Intimate relationship with the Father

S= Submitted and a Server ALWAYS to God and others

C= Committed to the things of God

I= Integrity is ALWAYS important for your walk

P= Purpose being fulfilled in your life and others

L= Listen and stay connected to the Voice of God

E= Edify the Body of Christ

When we get this in our heart, in our very being, we are able to be effective in witnessing for the Kingdom of God.
Witnessing:  Sharing Christ With Others
Acts 1:8:  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
Witness:  To declare belief in God or a religion. (they gave witness concerning their faith)

Greek word for witness is the word “marturion,” from this word we get the word “martyr.”

Martyr:  one who chooses to suffer or die for his faith or his principles(beliefs).                                                       (Some suffer great pain and misery)

When it comes to the idea of witnessing as a disciple of Christ what comes to mind?

What is most relevant is that we must be intentional in our day to day life, activities, and experiences to exemplify the essence of who God is in our lives and in the lives of others.  What is the very essence of God?  LOVE! 

Let’s go a little deeper.  The truth is as a disciple of Christ we should be evangelizing and working diligently to make more disciples and to win souls for Christ. Witnessing was a command not a choice.  
The disciples boldly testified, “we were eye witnesses from the beginning; eye witnesses of His majesty”.  God is a witness. He testifies to the veracity of His Son Jesus. Jesus a witness of Himself and of God the Father, by His words and actions.
John 17:3: “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent.”
It is important that each of us actively trust the Holy Spirit to direct us in the ways we will witness to others. We must also ask the Holy Spirit to go before us and prepare the hearts of men to receive our message as we seek to share Christ.  It is important that we pray specifically for individuals with whom we share our Savior.  
As, we earnestly seek His leadership and pray for the people who we will share Christ with, we will develop a “love for souls.”  This is also an active condition that must be present if we are to be effective as witnesses.   Sharing Christ is not only a gift of the Spirit (Evangelism) but also an art.  Through the Holy Spirit, the One who inspires, directs and energizes us, we learn to witness.  However, there are some conditions that must be met if we are to be fully successful in doing this.
Six Ways of Witnessing the Christian Faith

1. The Gospel:  This is often referred to as the “Good News.”  The Good News (Gospel) is a message of God’s love and how He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins. Through his blood sacrifice, we receive forgiveness, are delivered from the penalty of sin and death (salvation) and are made righteous (justification/sanctification) and restored to right relationship with God the Father. 
I Corinthians 15:3-4: “For I delivered unto you, first of all, that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scripture. And that He was buried and rose again the third day according to the scriptures.” 
2. The Divinity of Jesus: He is the Savior of the World: God blesses you with the faith to believe in Him and makes you passionate in and about your testimony of Him, whom we declare to be our Lord and Savior, Master, Redeemer, and Our God.  

I John4:14: “And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.”
3. The LOVE of God: “God is love” and His love is very different from human love.  God’s love is unconditional.  By his love He was willing to sacrifice His only begotten Son, who also demonstrated love towards us when He died for us.

John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
4. The Forgiveness of God:  The costly requirement for God’s forgiveness was the shedding of blood of Christ, for without the shedding of blood there can be no forgiveness of sin.  Jesus Christ the Son of God, died on a cross, and became the perfect sacrifice, once for all, for our sins.

Acts 10:42-43: “ And He commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is He which was ordained of God to be the judge of the quick and dead. To Him give all the prophets witness that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins.”
5. The Grace of God:  Grace is a gift from our heavenly Father, which is given through His Son Jesus Christ.  This primarily enables us with power and spiritual healing offered through the mercy and love of Jesus Christ.

Acts 20:24:  “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”
6. The Hope of Eternal Life:  Our hope is a complete certainty, a confident expectation, it is a destiny.  The bible says we are pilgrims and strangers in a foreign land.  This world is not our home, our citizenship is in Heaven, to those who are faithful, Christ will give a crown of life.  

Titus 1:2: “ In hope of eternal life which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began.”
To sum everything up, witnessing is telling others about the forgiveness, love, mercy and redemptive power of God. It is sharing with others the empowering, fruitful and life-changing life and ministry you have found in Jesus.  God’s desire is that everyone worldwide be reconciled to Him and He has given Christians the word of reconciliation. That privilege uniquely belongs to all who have believed in Christ.
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